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Dr. Hedgepeth is Program Director for the online undergraduate and graduate programs in Transportation and Logistics Management with American Military University and American Public University. Prior to joining the AMU/APU team, he was a tenured Associate Professor of Logistics at the University of Alaska Anchorage. While at UAA, Dr. Hedgepeth pursued research into the business opportunities of hybrid aircraft, the use of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology for tracking and tracing cargo, and how logistics does not seem to work in a disaster. 

Prior to joining UAA in 2001, he taught at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va., from 1992 to 1995 as an adjunct, and was a guest lecturer for the Army Logistics Management College, 1985-1990. He earned his Ph.D. and Master’s degree from Old Dominion while also working for TRADOC (Training and Doctrine Command) at Fort Monroe, Va. His Master’s and doctorate are both in engineering management. His undergraduate degree is in chemistry and mathematics from Atlantic Christian College (now Barton College) in his hometown of Wilson, N.C. His Ph.D. dissertation was the analysis of 400 years of combat history using neural networks and traditional statistical methods.

For 28 years he was with the Department of Defense, employed as a civilian operations research analyst. He shuttled among the Pentagon, Crystal City, Fort Monroe, Fort Leavenworth, Fort Lee and Fort Belvoir areas while conducting cost and operational effectiveness analyses, developing computer models, and artificial intelligence applications for logistics and combat systems. He eventually rose to the rank of GS-15.

One of his really cool assignments was as the first Director of the Artificial Intelligence Center for Army Logistics, Fort Lee, 1985-1990. Earlier, he was appointed the Director of Data Management for the Army Model Improvement Management Office, 1981-1984, at Fort Leavenworth. After his life in DOD, he worked for GRCI, which eventually merged with AT&T. While there he was a senior scientist for Army logistics program developments.

His first book, "RFID Metrics," was published in 2007 by CRC Press. He is working on a book chapter, “Technology Use in Transportation Management,” for Dr. Darren Prokop of UAA.

Oliver and his wife Elizabeth have two adult children and four fantastic grandchildren. Being a grandparent really is one of life’s hidden rewards. In 2010 they moved from Alaska and currently live on the beach, 10 feet from the golden sands of the Chesapeake Bay. They have found two opposite environments where indeed “Cares Fade Away,” which incidentally is the name of one of the couple’s favorite paintings by one of their favorite artists, Alaska’s Charles Gause.
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