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2nd	
  Cargo	
  Airships	
  for	
  Northern	
  Operations	
  Workshop	
  	
  
On	
  August	
  22	
  –	
  23,	
  2012	
  NASA	
  Ames	
  Research	
  Center	
  and	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Alaska	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  Canadian	
  airship	
  
association	
  “ISO	
  Polar”	
  co-­‐sponsored	
  a	
  cargo	
  airship	
  workshop	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Alaska	
  Anchorage	
  campus.	
  
The	
   workshop	
   was	
   a	
   follow	
   on	
   from	
   the	
   successful	
   initial	
   cargo	
   airship	
   workshop	
   NASA	
   Ames	
   also	
   co-­‐
sponsored	
   with	
   the	
   State	
   of	
   Alaska	
   in	
   2011.	
   This	
   year’s	
   workshop	
   addressed	
   the	
   principal	
   operational	
  
considerations	
   and	
   requirements	
   of	
   heavy-­‐lift	
   cargo	
   airships	
   in	
   Alaska	
   and	
   other	
   northern	
   regions.	
   An	
  
international	
  cadre	
  of	
  airship	
  experts	
  described	
  the	
  possibilities	
  heavy	
  lift	
  airships	
  offer,	
  and	
  the	
  challenges	
  of	
  
developing	
   useful	
   and	
   cost	
   effective	
   airship	
   cargo	
   systems.	
   Keynote	
   speaker	
   Alaska	
   Lt.	
   Governor	
   Mean	
  
Treadwell	
  stressed	
  that	
  Alaska	
  is	
  a	
  readymade	
  market	
  for	
  airship	
  technology	
  and	
  that	
  Alaska	
  has	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  
adopting,	
   promoting	
   and	
   developing	
   new	
   technology.	
  Moreover,	
   Alaska	
  will	
   offer	
   an	
   immediate	
  market	
   as	
  
soon	
  as	
  cargo	
  airships	
  are	
  shown	
  to	
  operate	
  successfully.	
  	
  NASA	
  Ames	
  Center	
  Director	
  Dr.	
  Pete	
  Worden	
  spoke	
  
about	
  the	
  long	
  history	
  of	
  NASA	
  Ames	
  in	
  conducting	
  airship	
  design	
  and	
  operational	
  assessments.	
  Researchers	
  
from	
  NASA	
  Ames	
  Research	
  Center’s	
  SimLabs	
  also	
  provided	
  insights	
  into	
  their	
  computer	
  modeling	
  capabilities	
  
for	
  analyzing	
  airship	
  designs	
  and	
  operations.	
  Speakers	
  from	
  the	
  mining,	
  oil,	
  and	
  gas	
  industries	
  described	
  their	
  
transportation	
   challenges	
  and	
  how	
   they	
  plan	
   to	
  exploit	
   cargo	
  airships	
   in	
   support	
  of	
   their	
  businesses.	
  Local	
  
Alaskan	
   air	
   freight	
   firms	
   explained	
   how	
   cargo	
   airships	
   could	
   complement	
   existing	
   air	
   transport	
   fleets	
   by	
  
providing	
   additional	
   capability	
   and	
   expand	
   air	
   shipping	
   services.	
   Leading	
   developers	
   of	
   airships	
   provided	
  
design	
   and	
   operational	
   details	
   on	
   new	
   cargo	
   airships	
   currently	
   being	
   developed	
   for	
   commercial	
   service.	
  
Representatives	
   from	
   the	
   financial	
   community	
   presented	
   options	
   available	
   for	
   what	
   has	
   often	
   been	
   the	
  
missing	
  element	
  of	
  airship	
  development	
  and	
  operations,	
  funding.	
  A	
  “Speed	
  Networking”	
  session	
  also	
  enabled	
  
airship	
   developers,	
   airship	
   funding	
   organizations,	
   and	
   potential	
   cargo	
   airship	
   users	
   to	
   discuss	
   possible	
  
collaborations	
  and	
  prospects	
  for	
  conducting	
  commercial	
  cargo	
  airship	
  operations	
  in	
  Alaska.	
  A	
  tour	
  was	
  also	
  
organized	
  for	
  workshop	
  attendees	
  to	
  visit	
  an	
  Alaskan	
  air	
  cargo	
  operation	
  run	
  by	
  Lynden	
  Transport.	
  The	
  2012	
  
cargo	
   airship	
  workshop	
   initiated	
   follow	
  up	
  discussions	
   between	
   the	
   State	
   of	
  Alaska,	
  Alaskan	
  organizations	
  
(private	
   and	
   public),	
   and	
  NASA	
  Ames	
   to	
   develop	
   concrete	
   actions	
   that	
  will	
   facilitate	
   the	
   development	
   and	
  
deployment	
  of	
  commercial	
  cargo	
  airships	
  for	
  everyday	
  use	
  in	
  Alaska	
  and	
  other	
  northern	
  regions.	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  


